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As a new portrait of scientist and environmentalist James Lovelock goes on 
display in the National Portrait Gallery, watch him recount, in enthralling detail, 
memories of his life’s work   

Born in 1919, James Lovelock is a globally respected environmental thinker and 
independent scientist. While his career has included work for NASA and MI5, he is 
best known for proposing the Gaia hypothesis. This ecological theory postulates that 
the biosphere and the physical components of the Earth form a complex self-
regulating entity that maintains the climatic and biogeochemical conditions on Earth 
and keep it healthy.  

In this series of truly captivating recordings, Lovelock recounts what drew him to 
science and reminisces on how he invented his own electron capture detector in 
order to carry out his work ‘…it was rather special. It was the most sensitive capture 
device in existence.’  

He reflects on his work in the 1960s with biologists in Houston to detect life on Mars, 
and his frustration at the experiments being carried out. ‘I voiced my doubts… and 
they got very annoyed… In fact, most of my encounters with biologists lead to them 
getting very annoyed with me.’  
 
Lovelock also shares priceless memories of how he came to consider that life 
regulates the chemistry and the climate of the atmosphere – the Gaia hypothesis, as 
well as how the hypothesis came to be named. He goes on to discuss how, in his 
view, science should never replace religion: ‘…people need to believe in things, and 
science can never offer them that.’       

All of Lovelock’s fascinating recordings can be watched as a number of short clips 
ranging in length between one and seven minutes. All Web of Stories videos are 
easy to share with friends and colleagues, and may be embedded into personal 
blogs and websites.   

Find out more: http://www.webofstories.com/people/james.lovelock/1  
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Notes for Editors 
About Web of Stories 
 
Everyone has a story to tell. Over time many stories become forgotten, but now Web 
of Stories offers members of the public the chance to tell their stories for future 
generations to enjoy.  
 
Web of Stories began as an archive of life stories told by some of the great scientists 
of our time. As the number of stories grew, it became obvious that some were on 
related topics and a web was slowly being created of connected stories. After a while 
we also invited famous people outside the field of science to tell their life stories.  
Web of Stories is also open to the public to record their stories for the world to view 
and share. The project is built on the belief that we all have wonderful stories to 
share, and have family and friends whose tales we would like to hear. The great 
thing about Web of Stories is that anyone can come and talk about virtually anything 
they like. Just like our famous speakers, it is an account of their experiences as they 
remember them.  
 
We hope to provide lasting, first-hand accounts of people’s experiences. Imagine 
that in a hundred years’ time your grandchildren or great grandchildren will be able to 
watch you telling stories about your life today!  

You have received this press release in the belief that it would be of interest to you. 
To stop receiving this type of information from Web of Stories, please email 
press@webofstories.com with ‘Unsubscribe’ in the subject line. 

Should you wish to refer to Web of Stories and our video interviews please can you 
ensure that a link to Web of Stories is clearly viewable on your site. Please note you 
may also link to, but not replicate, up to five individual stories from the content on 
Web of Stories provided you do not create a frame or any other bordered 
environment around the content and provided that any such linking does not imply 
any endorsement of any product or services and provided further that the website 
linking to Web of Stories does not contain any intellectual property right, including 
without limitation copyright, trademark, design right or patent, infringing, distasteful or 
offensive material. WEB OF STORIES reserves the right to require you to remove 
any link to Web of Stories. 

 
Contact:  
For more information on Web of Stories or any other video interview with Web of 
Stories please contact the Press Desk on +44(0)20 7323 0323 or email 
press@webofstories.com 
 
Science Navigation Group, Web of Stories, Middlesex House, 34-42 Cleveland 
Street, London W1T 4LB.  
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www.facebook.com/webofstories 
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